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Subpart A—General Policies and
Requirements

§1780.1 General.

(a) This part outlines the policies and
procedures for making and processing
direct loans and grants for water and
waste projects. The Rural Utilities
Service (RUS) shall cooperate fully
with State and local agencies in mak-
ing loans and grants to assure max-
imum support to the State strategy for
rural development. Agency officials
and their staffs shall maintain coordi-
nation and liaison with State agency
and substate planning districts.

(b) The income data used in this part
to determine median household income
must be that which most accurately re-
flects the income of the service area.
The median household income of the
service area and the nonmetropolitan
median household income of the State
will be determined from income data
from the most recent decennial census
of the United States. If there is reason
to believe that the census data is not
an accurate representation of the me-
dian household income within the area
to be served, the reasons will be docu-
mented and the applicant may furnish,
or the Agency may obtain, additional
information regarding such median
household income. Information will
consist of reliable data from local, re-
gional, State or Federal sources or
from a survey conducted by a reliable
impartial source. The nonmetropolitan
median household income of the State
may only be updated on a national
basis by the RUS National Office. This
will be done only when median house-
hold income data for the same year for
all Bureau of the Census areas is avail-
able from the Bureau of the Census or
other reliable sources. Bureau of the
Census areas would include areas such
as: Counties, County Subdivisions, Cit-
ies, Towns, Townships, Boroughs, and
other places.

(c) RUS debt instruments will require
an agreement that if at any time it
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shall appear to the Government that
the borrower is able to refinance the
amount of the indebtedness to the Gov-
ernment then outstanding, in whole or
in part, by obtaining a loan for such
purposes from responsible cooperative
or private credit sources, at reasonable
rates and terms for loans for similar
purposes and periods of time, the bor-
rower will, upon request of the Govern-
ment, apply for and accept such loan in
sufficient amount to repay the Govern-
ment and will take all such actions as
may be required in connection with
such loan.

(d) Funds allocated for use under this
part are also for the use of Indian
tribes within the State, regardless of
whether State development strategies
include Indian reservations within the
State’s boundaries. Native Americans
residing on such reservations must
have equal opportunity to participate
in the benefits of these programs as
compared with other residents of the
State. Such tribes might not be subject
to State and local laws or jurisdiction.
However, any requirements of this part
that affect applicant eligibility, the
adequacy of RUS’s security, or the ade-
quacy of service to users of the facility
and all other requirements of this part
must be met.

(e) RUS financial programs must be
extended without regard to race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, marital
status, age, or physical or mental
handicap.

(f) Any processing or servicing activ-
ity conducted pursuant to this part in-
volving authorized assistance to Agen-
cy employees, members of their fami-
lies, known close relatives, or business
or close personal associates, is subject
to the provisions of subpart D of part
1900 of this title. Applicants for assist-
ance are required to identify any
known relationship or association with
a RUS employee.

(g) Water and waste facilities will be
designed, installed, and operated in ac-
cordance with applicable laws which
include but are not limited to the Safe
Drinking Water Act, Clean Water Act
and the Resource Conservation and Re-
covery Act.
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(h) RUS financed facilities will be
consistent with any current develop-
ment plans of State, multijuris-
dictional areas, counties, or munici-
palities in which the proposed project
is located.

(i) Each RUS financed facility will be
in compliance with appropriate State
or Federal agency regulations which
have control of the appropriation, di-
version, storage and use of water and
disposal of excess water.

(j) Water and waste applicants must
demonstrate that they possess the fi-
nancial, technical, and managerial ca-
pability necessary to consistently com-
ply with pertinent Federal and State
laws and requirements. In developing
water and waste systems, applicants
must consider alternatives of owner-
ship, system design, and the sharing of
services.

(k) Applicants should be aware of and
comply with other Federal statute re-
quirements including but not limited
to:

(1) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973. Under section 504 of the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973, as amended (29
U.S.C. 794 et seq.), no handicapped indi-
vidual in the United States shall, sole-
ly by reason of their handicap, be ex-
cluded from participation in, be denied
the benefits of, or be subjected to dis-
crimination under any program or ac-
tivity receiving RUS financial assist-
ance;

(2) Civil Rights Act of 1964. All bor-
rowers are subject to, and facilities
must be operated in accordance with,
title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
(42 U.S.C. 20004 et seq.) and subpart E of
part 1901 of this title, particularly as it
relates to conducting and reporting of
compliance reviews. Instruments of
conveyance for loans and/or grants sub-
ject to the Act must contain the cov-
enant required by §1901.202(e) of this
title;

(38) The Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) of 1990. This Act (42 U.S.C. 12101
et seq.) prohibits discrimination on the
basis of disability in employment,
State and local government services,
public transportation, public accom-
modations, facilities, and tele-
communications. Title II of the Act ap-
plies to facilities operated by State and
local public entities which provides
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services, programs and activities. Title
IIT of the Act applies to facilities
owned, leased, or operated by private
entities which accommodate the pub-
lic; and

(4) Age Discrimination Act of 1975. This
Act (42 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.) provides that
no person in the United States shall on
the basis of age, be excluded from par-
ticipation in, be denied the benefits of,
or be subjected to discrimination under
any program or activity receiving Fed-
eral financial assistance.

§1780.2 Purpose.

Provide loan and grant funds for
water and waste projects serving the
most financially needy communities.
Financial assistance should result in
reasonable user costs for rural resi-
dents, rural businesses, and other rural
users.

§1780.3 Definitions and grammatical
rules of construction.

(a) Definitions. For the purposes of
this part:

Agency means the Rural Utilities
Service and any United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) employee
acting on behalf of the Rural Utilities
Service in accordance with appropriate
delegations of authority.

Agency identified target areas means
an identified area in the State stra-
tegic plan or other plans developed by
the Rural Development State Director.

Approval official means the USDA of-
ficial at the State level who has been
delegated the authority to approve
loans or grants.

Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU) means
the level of service provided to a typ-
ical rural residential dwelling.

Parity bonds means bonds which have
equal standing with other bonds of the
same Issuer.

Poverty line means the level of in-
come for a family of four, as defined in
section 673(2) of the Community Serv-
ices Block Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 9902(2)).

Processing office means the office des-
ignated by the State program official
to accept and process applications for
water and waste disposal assistance.

Project means all activity that an ap-
plicant is currently undertaking to be
financed in whole or part with RUS as-
sistance.
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